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Riverside County Farm Bureau
Invites You to Celebrate Our

105th Annual Dinner Meeting

November 5, 2022
5:00 PM - 8:00 PM

Shields Date Garden, Indio

Special Guest Speaker
Congressman Ken Calvert

$60.00 Per Person h ld d dh ld G d dh ld G dSh ld G d d0 000 00

For Reservations, please call (951) 684-6732 by October 28, 2022
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Welcome New Members
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RIVERSIDE SHERIFF NOTES
Riverside Sheriff  Offi  ce - Southwest Station
It was reported that the Southwest Riverside County area experienced numerous burglaries 
that occurred at several local wineries, golf courses, and businesses during June and July. 
Deputies and investigators from the Riverside County Sheriff’s Department, Southwest 
Station, conducted an extensive investigation and during the investigation, they identifi ed 
and arrested a 32-year-old male from Temecula, as the primary suspect. A search warrant 
conducted at the suspect’s residence found various items of evidence linking him and a 
second suspect to these burglaries. The second suspect was arrested and identifi ed as a 
36-year-old male from Temecula too. It is believed that the two men in custody were behind 
a string of early morning burglaries causing destruction in their wake with an estimated 
$400,000 in property damage.
If you are experiencing theft or other crimes, please do not hesitate to contact Sheriff's 
Department or any member of the Ag Team. They will be happy to respond and start an 
investigation.  Also, if you would like to have equipment stamped with an Owner Applied 
Number, please reach out to them as well.

Inside this Issue...
Golden Owl Award® ..................3
CAFB California Marketplace ...4
SWEEP Pilot Program ................5
YF&R/Farm PAC Clay Shoot
Fundraiser ......................................5
Agave - The New California
Drought-Tolerant Crop? ...............6
Farm & Food News ....................8
Calendar .....................................8

AB-364 (Freddie Rodriguez, D-Inland Empire) requires farm labor contractors who recruit H-2A 
workers in Mexico to also register with the Labor Commissioner as foreign labor recruiters, despite the 
overlapping requirements for doing so with requirements farm labor contractors must already meet to 
receive their state license. Proponents claim leaving farm labor contractors out of the foreign recruitment 
licensing requirement was an oversight when legislation creating the foreign labor recruiting program 
passed in 2014 (SB 477, Steinberg). This is untrue; Farm Bureau was involved in the drafting of that 
bill and that omission was discussed and agreed to at the time of SB 477’s consideration. Farm Bureau 
remains opposed to AB 364.  

AB 2415 (Thomas Lackey, R–Palmdale) has been signed into law by the governor. This Farm Bureau 
supported bill would extend the exemption for agricultural vehicles from the BIT program until January 
1, 2026. The original legislation, introduced in 2016, excluded an agricultural vehicle from being subject 
to the BIT program, and defi ned agricultural vehicle to mean a vehicle or combination of vehicles with 
a gross combination weight rating or a gross vehicle weight rating of 26,000 pounds or less, including 
that the vehicle is operated by certain individuals and is used exclusively in the conduct of agricultural 
operations when operating in commerce. The bill also required the Department of the California Highway 
Patrol, in consultation with the Department of Motor Vehicles, to report to the governor and the Legis-
lature about the impact of excluding agricultural vehicles from the BIT program before January 1, 2022. 
Due to delays, this report has not been fi led by CHP. This Cattlemen’s sponsored bill would extend the 
agricultural exemption from BIT by three years – until January 1, 2026. This will provide the Legislature 
and stakeholders the opportunity to address any concerns CHP may identify regarding the exemption; if 
no signifi cant concerns exist, this extended sunset provides time for later legislation to make the agricul-
tural vehicle exemption permanent. 

LEGISLATIVE SPOTLIGHT

Go to https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov to view these bills.

The Riverside County Farm Bureau has secured additional stock 
of  disposable masks, please contact our office for availability and 
to arrange pick-up.                
                        Call our Office (951) 684-6732
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Golden Owl Award®
Sponsored by Nationwide in partnership with California Farm Bureau and California FFA

As the No. 1 farm insurer, Nationwide® is proud of its agricultural heritage and 
long-standing support of the greater agricultural community, including the National 
FFA Organization and FFA chapters across the country. The Golden Owl Award® 
allows us to also extend our support to agricultural educators who devote count-
less hours, and often their own resources, to positively impact the lives of their 
students.

With the Golden Owl Award, students, fellow teachers and other supporters in 
California, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, New York, Ohio and Pennsylvania can nominate 
their favorite agricultural teacher and summarize what makes him or her the best 
in their state.

Nominate an outstanding ag teacher today
Beginning September 1, 2022 - January 23, 2023
Go to https://calaged.org/support/award-sponsors (Click onto The Golden Owl Award to submit a nomination.)

The Golden Owl award program recognizes chapter FFA Advisors who demonstrate commitment to the local 
program. The award is designed to recognize teachers who go above and beyond to provide opportunities for 
their students and their chapter to grow and improve.

With the Golden Owl Award, students, fellow teachers, and other supporters can nominate their favorite agri-
cultural teacher and summarize what makes him or her the best in their state. Nominees can win the distinc-
tion of being their state’s Agricultural Educator of the Year and the following prizes:

• $500 and an engraved plaque to each regional fi nalist
• $3,000 and the coveted Golden Owl Award trophy to each state’s grand prize winner (Agricultural 

Educator of the Year)

In conjunction with the Golden Owl Award, Nationwide is donating $5,000 to each participating state’s FFA to 
further support the personal and professional growth of students, teachers, and advisors alike.

Eligibility:
Applicants must be a current Agriculture Teacher in the state of California.

Requirements:
1. Nominee must agree to attend the State Award Interview Process if selected as the Regional Finalist 

from their region.
2. Nominee must agree to be in attendance at the Regional and State Award Ceremonies if nominated 

as a fi nalist in those areas.

Due Date: January 23, 2023 by 5:00pm.

The Golden Owl Award award is sponsored by Nationwide in partnership with California Farm Bureau and 
California FFA Foundation. Regional winners and Golden Owl Award nominees will be announced prior to the 
California State FFA Leadership Conference in late March 2023.
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‘CALIFORNIA MARKETPLACE’  SET FOR FARM BUREAU CONFERENCE 
 
For the fi rst time, the traditional tradeshow at the California Farm Bureau Annual Meeting will be transformed 
into an opportunity for members to show and sell the bounty and other artisan goods from their farms and 
ranches.

Called the California Marketplace, this interactive event will be held Dec. 4, from 1-7 p.m. The California Mar-
ketplace is one of several new features of the 2022 Annual Meeting, set for Dec. 2-7 at the Portola Hotel & 
Spa in Monterey.

An estimated 700 attendees from both the Annual Meeting and Young Farmers & Ranchers State Conference 
will come together to explore the California Marketplace, traveling region by region at the Monterey Confer-
ence Center. The idea of the marketplace is to replicate the experience of tasting and shopping one’s way 
across the Golden State.

Held in conjunction with the marketplace, a welcome reception also highlights how the state’s diverse re-
gions collectively propel California 
to the No. 1 spot among U.S. agri-
cultural producers. Appetizers and 
beverages served will give a nod 
to each region, with selections that 
showcase top commodities. Local 
chefs will feature California-grown 
ingredients in live cooking demon-
strations.

Partners of Farm Bureau who oper-
ate in service- or education-orient-
ed sectors will host exhibit booths 
at the California Marketplace, giv-
ing members a more traditional 
tradeshow experience.

The deadline to purchase a Cali-
fornia Marketplace shop or exhibit 
booth is Oct. 31. For more infor-
mation, visit cfbf.com/ag-events or 
contact Miranda Jachens at spon-
sorship@cfbf.com or 916-561-
5594.

The California Farm Bureau Annu-
al Meeting features sessions of the 
organization’s House of Delegates 
and educational workshops on ag-
ricultural policy, advocacy, state 
and federal regulations and pesti-
cide licensing issues. County Farm 
Bureaus from across the state will 
hold receptions, and regional farm 
tours are open to attendees of the 
Annual Meeting and the YF&R 
conference.
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The SWEEP Pilot Program is currently accepting applications from
September 13, 2022 - November 8, 2022.

The SWEEP Pilot Program for the southern desert will 
disperse up to $2 million to California agricultural opera-
tions investing in irrigation systems that save water and do 
not result in an increase in GHG emissions. The southern 
desert region is defi ned as Imperial County and Riverside 
County, east of the Santa Rosa and San Jacinto Moun-
tains (Figure 1).
The Department of Food and Agriculture is currently ac-
cepting applications for pilot projects in the Southern Des-
ert Region (Imperial and Riverside counties) for the State 
Water Effi  ciency and Enhancement Program 
(SWEEP).
Farm Bureau staff  and allies argued that the 
gravity fed nature of Southern California water 
distribution has mistakenly disqualifi ed south-
ern California farmers that cannot demonstrate 
energy reductions when implementing water 
effi  cient irrigation systems.
Following this criticism, the Department has 
agreed to allocate $2 million of the $50 mil-
lion available for the SWEEP Program, to fund 
$200,000 grants to implement weather, soil or 
plant-based sensors for scheduling, irrigation 
system changes, fuel conversion, installation 
of renewable energy, utility interconnections, 
and pump retrofi ts or replacements. 
Applicants must be submitted by November 
8th at 5 p.m. Information about the pilot pro-
gram can be found at https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/
oefi /sweep/
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Agave: The New Drought-Tolerant California Crop?
UC Davis to Study Agave Sustainability as Tequila, Mezcal Industry Grows, By Emily C. Dooley 

Agriculture in California faces an uncertain future as drought, wildfi res and other climate extremes become more 
commonplace in the West. But a fl edgling industry focused on growing and distilling agave plants, which are used to 
produce tequila and mezcal in Mexico, could be California’s answer to fallowed fi elds and a lack of water.
Earlier this year a group of growers, distillers and retailers formed the California Agave Council to foster collaboration 
and offer a chance to share knowledge among members who previously had no formal network.
Now, the University of California, Davis, has established the Stuart & Lisa Woolf Fund for Agave Research to focus on 

outreach and research into the plants and their viability as a low-water crop in the state.
“The rainfall patterns and growing conditions in California are different from those where tequila is made,” said Ron Runnebaum, an assistant 
professor of viticulture and enology. “It is exciting to begin to harness the capabilities at UC Davis to determine which agave varieties can be grown 
commercially in California and what fl avors can be captured by distillation to make unique California agave spirits.”
The fund was created with a $100,000 seed gift from Stuart and Lisa Woolf, who are Central Valley farmers and have a test plot of about 900 agave 
plants on 1.5 acres. They hope this gift will encourage others to also contribute.  
The gift is focused primarily on optimizing production in California relative to Mexico, where labor costs are lower, and the farmers rely on rain 
rather than irrigation for water.  Stuart Woolf believes California producers could grow larger plants with higher sugar content.
“I really believe we could be very competitive with Mexico,” he said.
The research also offers a chance to better understand the impact of location on the growth of the plant, which can be a source of fi ber and alterna-
tive sweetener as well as the distilled spirits it can produce.
“As a drought-tolerant plant, agave holds great potential in water-stressed California,” Woolf said. “It’s a crop that could get by with little to no water 
during periods of extreme drought.”
A crop with low water needs
Mezcal can be made from any agave variety in Mexico while tequila, Runnebaum said, comes solely from the blue agave plant grown within the 
geographically defi ned region of “Tequila.” In California, blue agave plants can weigh 110 pounds or more, and it takes about 11 pounds of agave 
to produce one bottle of tequila, according to a UC Davis article published last year. The plants in Mexico weigh 50 to 60 pounds on average, 
Woolf said.
Agave plants require minimal watering, can serve as fi rebreaks from wildfi res and offer a chance for farmers to plant crops on land that would 
otherwise have to be fallowed, or abandoned because of a lack of water. It takes roughly six to eight years for the plants to mature. 
“If we enter a severe drought, this is a crop I think we can avoid watering totally,” Woolf said. “For me, this plant is kind of coming around at the 
right time.”
Craig Reynolds, the California Agave Council founding director who has about 500 plants growing, says the industry is in “an embryo stage” and 
organizing can help the crop expand. He runs California Agave Ventures, which grows blue agave and sells starter plants to other growers.
“It’s really taking off,” he said.
Coming together 
About 40 growers and distillers gathered for a symposium in May to talk about the crop, from economics and logistics to site planning and pro-
cesses. It ended with a tasting and sensory analysis of California products.
UC Davis hosted the event to bring people together and introduce them to what the university could offer in terms of research, training and out-
reach, Runnebaum said.
“I think there’s a lot of promise in this potentially being a drought-tolerant crop in California,” he added. “UC Davis can help organize and research.”
The Woolfs would like their gift to be used to answer early research questions about growing sites, plant attributes and possible funding agencies, 
as well as gathering harvest data and producing a database with that information, according to the gift agreement. 
Some key questions to answer: Is frost risk in California too high in relation to Mexico, where the plants thrive? Can California produce a fast-
growing, high-sugar, disease-resistant crop?
In addition to creating best agricultural practices for the crop and doing economic analysis, UC Davis could serve as a training ground, much as it 
does for brewing and winemaking.
“UC Davis also has the potential to train future leaders for this industry,” Stuart Woolf said.
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 October 12, 2022 ~ 5:30 PM, Riverside County Farm 
Bureau Board of Directors Hybrid meeting, Russo's Italian 
Kitchen in Banning and to be held by a Zoom Conference.  
If you are interested in participating, please call our offi  ce at 
(951) 684-6732.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

“Farm Bureau Working for You”

Food and Farm News
Courtesy of CFBF

California farm receipts up 3.6% in 2021 despite drought 
year, state reports
Despite water shortages and continued drought in 2021, California 
farms and ranches took in $51.1 billion in cash receipts—a 3.6% 
increase over 2020. That’s according to newly published agricul-
tural production statistics from the California Department of Food 
and Agriculture. According to the 2021 report, California’s top 
value commodities for the year were dairy products and milk at 
$7.57 billion, followed by grapes at $5.23 billion, almonds at $5.03 
billion and cattle and calves at $3.11 billion.

Mexican fruit fl y quarantine ordered for San Diego County 
area
A 77-square-mile area of San Diego County has been placed un-
der quarantine to guard against a Mexican fruit fl y infestation. The 
California Department of Food and Agriculture reported that six 
fruit fl ies and one larva were detected in and around Valley Center. 
The Mexican fruit fl y can infest more than 50 types of fruits and 

vegetables, which could severely impact agricultural exports. 
The CDFA is introducing some 250,000 sterile male fl ies into 
the area in a program to reduce the fruit fl y population. 

New citrus virus prompts outreach to stop spread
To help protect the state’s $3.6 billion citrus industry from 
a new disease threat, agricultural offi  cials encourage hom-
eowners to sanitize their gardening tools before using them 
on citrus trees. They are trying to stop spread of the citrus 
yellow vein clearing virus, fi rst discovered earlier this year in 
residential citrus trees in the city of Tulare. The virus is new 
to the U.S. and has not yet been found in commercial groves. 
Insects such as aphids and whitefl ies carrying the virus can 
infect trees. Contaminated equipment also can transfer the 
virus. 

SAVE UP TO $500 ON CASE IH
FARMALL & MAXXUM TRACTORS, HAY TOOLS, MORE

Farm Bureau members save $200-$500 per unit on select Case 
IH equipment. Farm Bureau individual, family or business 
members qualify for purchase or lease incentives listed below 
with discount certifi cate go to www.cfbf.com click on Member 
Benefi ts ~ Industrial Equipment & Supplies to get your certifi cate.

SAVE $200 per unit: To see a complete list go to www.cfbf.com.
Case IH Farmall C series compact tractors
Case IH Farmall® A series compact tractors
Case IH Farmall A series utility tractors

SAVE $500 per unit:
Case IH Maxxum® series tractors
Case IH Vestrum® series tractors
Case IH self-propelled windrowers
Case IH large square balers

If you have questions or need 
help obtaining the certifi cate, 
please call 800-698-FARM or 
visit your local FB offi ce.


