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RIVERSIDE SHERIFF NOTES
Riverside Sheriﬀ Oﬃce - Colorado River Station
Deputy Joshua Pfohlman reported that they have had ﬁve separate cases of
burglary and thefts related to agriculture with a suspect in custody. They recovered
$300,000 worth of stolen Ag equipment.

Riverside Sheriﬀ Oﬃce - Southwest Station
Captain Zach Hall gave a brief report on local Ag crimes in the Southwest area.
He reported that Sgt. Epps is currently out in the ﬁeld working on a robbery case
of fuel out in Temecula Wine Country.
There have been reports from several farmers that batteries are being stolen from
their Ag equipment. As the summer season begins there is an uptick in these
types of thefts along with an increase of stolen Ag equipment.
If you are experiencing theft or other crimes, please do not hesitate to contact
Sheriﬀ's Department or any member of the Ag Team. They will be happy to respond
and start an investigation. Also, if you would like to have equipment stamped with
an Owner Applied Number, please reach out to them. You can reach Sgt. Bob
Epps on his desk phone at (951) 696-3184, or by email at repps@riversidesheriﬀ.
org.

LEGISLATIVE SPOTLIGHT
The card-check bill that Farm Bureau fought hard to defeat and Governor
Newsom vetoed last year has been reintroduced in the Assembly! The
same language is in AB 2183 (Stone) as in the past, proponents branded the
bill as reform allowing for mail-in balloting in the Agricultural Labor Relations
Board (ALRB) elections, however, the bill’s language authorizes union agents
to distribute, supervise the completion of, gather, and return the “ballots” to
the ALRB. AB 2183 recently passed the Labor Committee and has now been
referred to the Appropriations Committee. Please join Farm Team to help us
send a message that this bill needs to be defeated AGAIN. www.cfbf.com/
farm-team
Agricultural Employment
The Assembly Judiciary Committee approved AB 2182 (Wicks) on May 3 by a
7-2 vote. AB 2182 imposes new requirements on employers to not discriminate
against, and oﬀer accommodation to, employees with vaguely-deﬁned “family
responsibilities.” Farm Bureau opposes as such ambiguities inevitably lead to
some employees abusing the program and employers who incur the litigation
expense.
Go to https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov to view these bills.
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Poultry owners urged to protect birds from avian inﬂuenza virus

USDA Conﬁrms Highly Pathogenic Avian
Inﬂuenza in Oregon and Washington
The United States Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Animal and Plant
Health Inspection Service (APHIS) has conﬁrmed the presence of highly
pathogenic avian inﬂuenza (HPAI) in a non-commercial, backyard ﬂock (nonpoultry) in Linn County, Oregon and a non-commercial backyard ﬂock (poultry) in Paciﬁc County, Washington.
Samples from the Oregon ﬂock were tested at the Oregon State University
Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory and samples from the Washington ﬂock were tested at the Washington Animal Disease
Diagnostic Laboratory, both part of the National Animal Health Laboratory Network. The cases were conﬁrmed at the APHIS
National Veterinary Services Laboratories in Ames, Iowa.
APHIS is working closely with state animal health oﬃcials in Oregon and Washington on joint incident responses. State oﬃcials quarantined the aﬀected premises, and birds on the properties will be depopulated to prevent the spread of the disease.
Birds from the ﬂocks will not enter the food system.
According to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), the public health risk associated with these avian
inﬂuenza detections in birds remains low. As a reminder, the proper handling and cooking of all poultry and eggs to an internal
temperature of 165 ˚F is recommended as a general food safety precaution.
As part of existing avian inﬂuenza response plans, Federal and State partners are working jointly on additional surveillance
and testing in areas around the aﬀected ﬂocks. The United States has the strongest AI surveillance program in the world, and
USDA is working with its partners to actively look for the disease in commercial poultry operations, live bird markets and in
migratory wild bird populations.
Anyone involved with poultry production from the small backyard to the large commercial producer should review their biosecurity activities to assure the health of their birds. APHIS has materials about biosecurity, including videos, checklists,
and a toolkit available at: https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/animal-disease-information/avian/
defend-the-flock-program/dtf-resources/dtf-resources.
USDA will report these ﬁndings to the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) as well as international trading partners.
USDA also continues to communicate with trading partners to encourage adherence to OIE standards and minimize trade
impacts. OIE trade guidelines call on countries to base trade restrictions on sound science and, whenever possible, limit
restrictions to those animals and animal products within a deﬁned region that pose a risk of spreading disease of concern.
OIE trade guidelines also call on member countries to not impose bans on the international trade of poultry commodities in
response to notiﬁcations in non-poultry.
APHIS will continue to announce the ﬁrst case of HPAI in commercial and backyard ﬂocks detected in a State but will not announce subsequent detections in the State. All cases in commercial and backyard ﬂocks will be listed on the APHIS website
at https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/animal-disease-information/avian/avian-influenza/2022hpai.
In addition to practicing good biosecurity, all bird owners should prevent contact between their birds and wild birds and report
sick birds or unusual bird deaths to State/Federal oﬃcials, either through their state veterinarian or through APHIS’ toll-free
number at 1-866-536-7593. APHIS urges producers to consider bringing birds indoors when possible to further prevent exposures. The Animal Health Protection Act authorizes APHIS to provide indemnity payments to producers for birds and eggs that
must be depopulated during a disease response. APHIS also provides compensation for disposal activities and virus elimination activities. Additional information on biosecurity for backyard ﬂocks can be found at http://healthybirds.aphis.usda.gov.
Additional background
Avian inﬂuenza (AI) is caused by an inﬂuenza type A virus which can infect poultry (such as chickens, turkeys, pheasants,
quail, domestic ducks, geese, and guinea fowl) and is carried by free ﬂying waterfowl such as ducks, geese and shorebirds.
AI viruses are classiﬁed by a combination of two groups of proteins: hemagglutinin or “H” proteins, of which there are 16 (H1–
H16), and neuraminidase or “N” proteins, of which there are 9 (N1–N9). Many diﬀerent combinations of “H” and “N” proteins
are possible. Each combination is considered a diﬀerent subtype and can be further broken down into diﬀerent strains which
circulate within ﬂyways/geographic regions. AI viruses are further classiﬁed by their pathogenicity (low or high)—the ability of
a particular virus strain to produce disease in domestic poultry.
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Nationwide, Razor Tracking Partner to Boost Fleet Safety and Eﬃciency
Agribusiness customers to receive a discount on Razor Tracking services
As today’s farms and commercial agribusinesses grow in size and sophistication, agricultural professionals are using data and technology to drive profitability, improve safety and enhance their day-to-day operations.
Recently, Nationwide and Razor Tracking announced a new partnership to offer advanced telematics and fleet management solutions
at a discount for Nationwide’s agribusiness customers across the country.
Through the partnership, Nationwide’s agribusiness members will receive preferred pricing on Razor Tracking’s real-time vehicle telematics devices, dash
cameras and subscription costs to help optimize fleet safety and performance over the roads and on the farms.
“Vehicle accidents are a leading cause of disruption for farm and agribusiness operations,” said Brad Liggett, Nationwide’s President of Agribusiness.
“Nationwide is always looking for answers to the problems facing our agriculture customers and our partnership with Razor Tracking helps us do that,
using high-tech yet cost-effective technology to keep our members and their vehicles safe while also improving productivity for their business.”
With the Razor Tracking technology, operators can use an online portal or mobile app to monitor employee driving and help reduce hazardous behaviors
– like high-speed driving, harsh braking and sharp cornering – and generate driver safety scores to coach improved performance and reduce the likelihood of accidents. The devices also send out alerts in the event of an engine failure or overturned vehicle, helping to improve vehicle maintenance and
response to accidents.
As fuel prices spike across the country, customers can even leverage the devices to increase fuel efficiency by tracking vehicle
locations, route efficiency, idle time and fuel levels – all in real
time. Razor Tracking’s clients have shown a 30% increase in productivity in the first 60 days.
“Partnering with Nationwide solidifies the depth of Razor Tracking’s technology and ability to provide an ideal mixed-fleet solution for your agribusiness operation,” said Eric Mauch, Managing
Partner of Razor Tracking. “Delivering a comprehensive platform
with the latest telematics devices has been the cornerstone of our
business, and we look forward to developing the same relationship with Nationwide’s customers.
To learn how you can incorporate
Razor Tracking’s telematics and fleet
management solutions into your
operation, contact your Nationwide
agent or visit razortracking.com/nationwide.

2022 Farm Dog Contest nominations are open from May 1 to June 30.
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HAM Certiﬁcate Riverside Training
Available in English and Spanish

CALENDAR OF EVENTS



Training classes for anyone operating a Class C vehicle
and carrying hazardous Ag materials are available in
English and Spanish.

The next Board meeting will be held on Wednesday, June 8,
2022. In-Person at the Farm Bureau office and via Zoom. Please
call our office at (951) 684-6732 for more information.

Training is required within 90 days of hire and is renewed every three years. Upon completion of the class,
attendees will need to submit their own application with
a certiﬁcate of training to the California Highway Patrol,
which will then issue the Hazardous Agriculture Materials certiﬁcate.

Food and Farm News

Once the certiﬁcate is obtained from the CHP, it must be
submitted along with a medical certiﬁcate to the state
Department of Motor Vehicles with applicable fees.
The English session is set for 9 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. on
Friday, June 17, 2022 at the Riverside County Farm
Bureau oﬃce located at 21160 Box Spring Road #102,
Moreno Valley, 92557. The Spanish session is set for 1
p.m. – 2:30 p.m. the same day and at the same location.
For more information, including how to register, please
contact the Riverside County Farm Bureau at (951)
684-6732.

Courtesy of CFBF

State agriculture department targets potential lantern fly
threat
The California Department of Food and Agriculture has
awarded nearly $1.5 million for pest management research. Agriculture Secretary Karen Ross said the funds
will support farmers in California by providing “additional and lower risk tools to combat pests while maintaining
food and crop production.” Nearly $500,000 in funding
will go to targeting eggs of the Arizona Spotted Lantern
Fly. If established in California, the pest could threaten
grapes, fruit trees and forests.
Strawberry demand fuels increased planting in
California
Strong demand for strawberries is encouraging California
farmers to plant more. Strawberry acreage in the state is
up by more than 6% since last year, A new report from RaboResearch says the U.S. market accounts for more than
2 billion pounds of fresh strawberries, with strawberries
ranking just below bananas and apples in household consumption. RaboResearch predicts strawberry production will peak in May, led by harvests in California.
As mushroom tastes evolve, growers reap premium
prices for new varieties
Specialty mushrooms are trending. California mushroom growers are taking advantage of evolving customer demands to produce diverse product lines of
healthy medicinal mushrooms, from reishi to cordyceps. One grower, Roberto Ramirez of Mountain
Meadow Mushrooms in Escondido, says his organic lion’s mane mushrooms now fetch $15 a pound.
That’s far more than the $2.25 he gets for his common
white mushrooms.

“Farm Bureau Working for You”
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