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Welcome New Members
We would like to "Thank You" for becoming part of the
Farm Bureau Family.

Executive Oﬃcers
President
Richard A. Schmid, Jr.

Vice Presidents
Ellen Lloyd Trover
Andy Wilson
Paul Cramer

Treasurer
2012 Past President
Grant Chaﬃn

Board of Directors
Dalton Abrams
Celeste Alonzo
Linden Anderson
Stephen J. Corona
Andy Domenigoni
Cindy Domenigoni
Dan Hollingsworth
Joyce Jong
Lauren Oostdam
Brad Scott
Ellen Way
Greg Young

The Riverside County Farm Bureau has secured
additional stock of disposable masks, please
contact our office for availability and to arrange
pick-up.
Call our Office (951) 684-6732

Farm Bureau Staﬀ
Executive Director
Corporate Secretary
Rachael Johnson

Office Manager

COVID-19 Vaccine Information
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Riverside County
Riverside University Health System is now vaccinating all individuals 12 or
older. A minor consent form is required for those that are 12 to 17 years old
and is available online. For more information, please visit
https://www.rivcoph.org/COVID-19-Vaccine
Additional Information:
• Email your questions about Riverside County vaccinations to
rivco.vaccines@ruhealth.org.
•

For information on Riverside County’s COVID-19 Response, visit
www.rivcoph.org/coronavirus.

•

Please visit the CDC Essential Worker COVID-19 Vaccine Toolkit to
help educate your workers about important prevention tools and why
vaccines are important. https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019ncov/vaccines/toolkits/essential-workers.html

•

Follow Riverside University Health System – Public Health on Social
Media for the latest updates

Facebook:
www.facebook.com/countyriversidedepartmentofpublichealth

Twitter: https://twitter.com/RivCoDoc
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RIVERSIDE COUNTY FARM BUREAU (RCFB) CELEBRATES ITS
104th ANNUAL DINNER MEETING
November 13, 2021 at Monteleone Meadows in Murrieta.
RCFB President Richard Schmid warmly welcomed those in the audience giving recognition to several guests in attendance.
In his opening of the event, he asked the audience to join him in a moment of silence to honor those that COVID-19 took from
us since the beginning of the pandemic in March 2020.
He continued by saying, “For those of us in the farming community we could not just stop and pause, take time out and not
show up for work. Many agricultural operations, such as dairies and egg ranches worked tirelessly around the clock, with the
feeding and milking of cows, feeding of hens and the collections of eggs. As for us beekeepers, we needed to move beehives
to diﬀerent locations for pollination, whether locally or throughout the state; we can only transport the bees at night leaving a
small window of time for pollination. I would like to thank our sheriﬀ and the whole department for being some of the ﬁrst to
recognize that agricultural operations were essential. For their understanding that workers would be on their way to work the
ﬁelds, dairies and egg ranches, farm trucks moving commodities to various processing facilities at all hours of the day and
night.
During that time and after receiving essential worker status, the farming community made sure that food continued to ﬂow to
the grocery stores, markets and food centers with farmers working hard to keep shelves stocked after the initial panic and
excessing buying. One of the things I am most proud of is that the food continued to reach schools, shelters, food banks and
to food distributions centers so that no one went hungry. Seeing ﬁrsthand the fresh milk, eggs, oranges, potatoes and other
fruit and vegetable being provided to those in need.
The RCFB wishes to thank the farming community for their unrelenting commitment to farming and providing food for us all.”
President Schmid explained that last year we had a diﬃcult decision to make regarding holding our 2020 Annual Dinner Meeting. Ultimately, deciding not to hold the event due to COVID-19 regulations and restrictions and a consensus even with safety
precautions in place there would be some that would feel very uncomfortable about attending the event. He added, with
much of the year 2021 behind us, the loosening up on some of the COVID-19 regulations and restrictions; again, “I am glad
to welcome you all here today and thank you for joining us for our 104th Annual Dinner Meeting.”
He then called on Director Dan Hollingsworth to give the Invocation and Assemblyman Kelly Seyarto to lead the Pledge of
Allegiance. With over one hundred members and guests in attendance, the Riverside County Farm Bureau re-nominated
Richard Schmid as president to serve a tenth term. Ellen Lloyd-Trover, Andy Wilson, Paul Cramer was re-elected to serve
once again as vice-presidents respectively, and the following Board of Directors were elected and re-elected to serve a oneyear term; Dalton Abrams (newly elected), Celeste Alonzo, Linden Anderson, Grant Chaﬃn, Steve Corona, Andy Domenigoni,
Cindy Domenigoni, Dan Hollingsworth, Joyce Jong, Lauren Oostdam, Brad Scott, Ellen Way, and Greg Young. President
Schmid noted that the board had a combined total of 291 years of RCFB service with Director Dan Hollingsworth having
served on the RCFB board for 61 years, making him the longest current serving director on the board.
The RCFB would like to extend a special thank you to our special guest speaker California Farm Bureau President Jamie
Johansson, and to our special guests California State Assemblyman Kelly Seyarto, Supervisor Jeﬀ Hewitt, Riverside County
Sheriﬀ Chad Bianco, and to Dr. Peggy Ann Mauk for joining us. Thank you to Senior Field Representative Joe Fuentes (Assemblyman Kelly Seyarto’s oﬃce), Legislative Assistant Mario Garai (Supervisor Jeﬀ Hewitt’s oﬃce), Field Representative
Corey Uhden (Assemblywoman Marie Waldron’s oﬃce), Riverside County Agricultural Commissioner/Sealer of Weights &
Measures Ruben Arroyo, Assistant Agricultural Commissioner/Sealer of Weights & Measures, Delia Cioc, and Murrieta Councilwoman Dr. Lisa Deforest for their participation in this year’s event.
President Schmid gave recognition to Riverside Sheriﬀ Oﬃce (RSO) Undersheriﬀ Dennis Vrooman, Assistant Sheriﬀ Don
Sharp, Chief Captain David Lelevier, and to Southwest Station’s Sheriﬀ Captain Zachery Hall, Lieutenant Mark Rigali, Sergeant Bob Epps, Deputy Lance DeForest, Deputy Kenny Parrish, Deputy Art De Santiago, and Deputy Samuel Perez. Noting
that he heard it mentioned a few times “That with all the sheriﬀ department attendees, this may be the safest BBQ in Riverside
County today.”
The RCFB Howie Award committee met to discuss the nominees for the “Robert M. Howie Award” choosing to honor two
recipients. President Schmid was pleased to announced Dr. Peggy Ann Mauk as the “2020 Howie Award” recipient. Director
Andy Domenigoni congratulatory introduced Riverside County Sheriﬀ Chad Bianco as the “2021 Howie Award” recipient.
With the conclusion of the program, President Schmid gave recognition to the Howie Award Committee and the Annual Dinner
Meeting Committee for all their hard work on the event. He extended the utmost gratitude to our sponsors and praised Mike
and Hennie Monteleone of Monteleone Meadows for their “Outstanding service and food” and thanked them for “sharing their
beautiful grounds” for our event. Most of all, he expressed “Our special appreciation to Director Cindy Domenigoni for creating
such amazing gifts for our sponsor, special guest, and our directors.”
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The Robert M. Howie Award
The Robert M. Howie Award is an annual award given by the Riverside County Farm Bureau to recognize outstanding
service to Riverside County agriculture. First presented in 1983, the “Howie Award” was established by the Riverside
County Farm Bureau to honor Robert M. Howie, who retired in 1982 after serving 28 years as the county agricultural
commissioner. This award was created to remind our industry each year of the dedication that Bob Howie demonstrated
and to recognize and encourage that kind of dedication in other people.

Sheriﬀ Chad Bianco
2021 Howie Award
Riverside County Sheriﬀ Chad Bianco has been very instrumental in combating agricultural crime
that has plagued our county from the west end to the east end. Since becoming Sheriﬀ in November
2018, he has demonstrated his dedication to the agricultural community by beeﬁng up the department
to tackle the on-going issues that many of our Ag communities face. Many people may not realize what the average farmer may
loose from a crime, whether its
stolen equipment, cooper wire, irrigation materials
or even their commodities, the loss could reach upwards of thousands of dollars. Though we had an
assigned Ag Deputy Liaison in the east end of the
County, Sheriﬀ Bianco immediately recognized the
need for more services in the west end too. Thus,
the formation of a special Agricultural Team (AG
Team). His commitment and solid stance on crime,
especially in the Ag community is why the Riverside County Farm Bureau has selected Riverside
County Sheriﬀ Chad Bianco as the 2021 Howie
Award Recipient.

Dr. Peggy Ann Mauk receives the
2020 Howie Award
Dr. Peggy Ann Mauk who has been
on the forefront of the ﬁght against
a destructive pest known as the
Asian Citrus Psyllid (ACP) which
carries a deadly bacterial disease
known as Huanglongbing (HLB) or
citrus greening disease for a number years. While
not harmful to humans, the disease kills citrus trees
and poses a huge threat to commercial citrus. The
ﬁrst detection was in Florida’s commercial citrus in
2005 and then spreading rapidly through the citrusproducing areas of the United States causing wide
devastation. In 2012, it was detected in residential
areas of California. With early detection and established quarantines, here in Southern California
the disease has slowed due to the eﬀorts of growers and scientists working together. As there is
no known cure at this time, scientists including Dr.
Mauk continue to work to ﬁnd one. For her many
years of hard work and dedication to Riverside
County agriculture was presented with the 2020
Howie Award.
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2021 Annual Dinner Sponsors
Gold Sponsors

Andy Domenigoni Farms

Silver Sponsors

Domenigoni Brothers Ranch

Bronze Sponsors
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS



There will be no Board of Directors meeting in
December 2021. The next Board meeting will be held
on Wednesday, January 12, 2022. More details will be
announced at a later date.

Food and Farm News
Courtesy of CFBF

Insurance commissioner to expand wildfire coverage for
agriculture
California Insurance Commissioner Ricardo Lara is taking
additional steps to protect farmers and ranchers denied insurance coverage after wildﬁres. The Legislature in July made
farm structures eligible for coverage under the California
FAIR Plan. Now Lara says he will expand coverage limits
for agriculture. He said, “Many farmers and vintners need
more coverage than they can currently get.”

Avocado harvest is close to projections, but lower than
2019-2020
California’s avocado harvest is nearly ﬁnished and appears to be meeting crop projections for the season. By
late October, farmers had harvested 263.5 million pounds
of avocados, on pace for their predicted output of 265 million pounds. That’s far lower than the 2019-2020 season,
when the crop totaled 375.5 million pounds. Growers say
they were challenged by variable weather, with below-average temperatures followed by heat waves.
Thieves target farm vehicles for catalytic converters
Catalytic converter thefts are surging in California
farm country. In rural Merced County, authorities reported at least 176 converter thefts in October alone
as thieves look to sell platinum and other metals from
the auto parts. The thefts are disruptive to farmers,
particularly when thieves target pickup trucks and
other vehicles used in agricultural work. The Merced
County sheriﬀ is calling for more aggressive prosecutions.

“Farm Bureau Working for You”
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