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For COVID-19 Resources and Information
Please visit these websites

The Riverside County Agricultural Commissioner’s Office 
has a limited supply of  N-95 masks solely for the protection 
of  agricultural applicators and handlers that use pesticides 
labeled with N-95 requirements. Please contact their office 
at (951) 955-3045.
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The Riverside County Farm Bureau has secured 
additional stock of  disposable masks, please 
contact our office for availability and to arrange 
pick-up.
                
                        Call our Office (951) 684-6732

SAVE UP TO $5,000 ON CAT EXCAVATORS, SKID STEERS, 
WHEEL LOADERS AND MORE.
California Farm Bureau members can save up to $5,000 on eligible Cat® 
machines. On top of that, members receive an additional $250 credit on 
work tool attachments purchased with new Cat machines. Combine these 
Farm Bureau incentives with other discounts, promotions, rebates or of-
fers that may be available from Cat or your Cat dealer. Visit member ben-
efi ts and click on to Agricultural Supplies at www.cfbf.com.  Just enter your 
member id and ZIP code, and print out your certifi cate and take it to the 
dealership prior to purchase.
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SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA FAIR HORSE SHOW 
EXHIBITORS!! We owe Lynn Warren and Stepha-
nie Huska Barrett  a HUGE Thank you!! They are 
putting together a LIVE IN PERSON 4-H Horse 
Show. The date will be December 5th, 2020. It will 
be held at the Yucaipa Equestrian Center. Open to 
4-H members of all counties. The information will be 
posted soon. It will be within the 4-H guidelines for 
Covid-19. THANK YOU LADIES!!!
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Index Fresh invites customers to virtual ‘Meeting in the Grove’
As businesses and communities cross the six-month mark of working partially or completely from home, creative 
use of digital communication tools has surged across industries. California-based global avocado marketer Index 
Fresh has adapted to this model by launching its virtual ‘Meeting in the Grove’ program to connect its sales team 
with clients and growers.
“In the past, when we’ve taken customers on tours to different avocado groves throughout the state and in dif-
ferent countries, we fi nd that we can have a different kind of conversation than if we were in an offi ce meeting 
room. Being in the grove has a very natural way of putting everyone at ease,” said John Dmytriw, Senior Business 
Specialist at Index Fresh.
The title ‘Meeting in the Grove’ helps create a comfortable starting point for virtual conversations, opening up a 
space for unshielded discussions. “We can talk about new business opportunities, market trends, or just simply how they’re doing 
because our customers are not just clients, they’re friends,” Dmytriw said. He added that the program is Index Fresh’s twist on virtual 
meetings, a relaxed experience in a low-pressure environment.
Index Fresh likes to show its customers what’s going on 
in the fi eld, and ‘Meeting in the Grove’ often consists of 
videos and photos from the company’s fi eld department. 
“We feel that taking people to the grove, even if they 
never leave their desk, gives them a fi rsthand view of 
what we’re talking about. It’s more than just background 
graphics or discussing an agenda,” said Dmytriw.
For the Index Fresh sales team, this is a way to not only 
showcase the growers’ fruit but to introduce people to the 
different growing regions and talk about them in great de-
tail. Dmytriw says that pre-pandemic, it was often diffi cult 
for people to take time out of their day to physically tour 
groves. Now, by using digital communication platforms, 
the sales team has been able to provide more in-depth 
information and personalized advice to customers.
The Index Fresh team remains enthusiastic for future 
one-on-one meetings, physical tours of the groves, and 
collaboration between the marketer, clients, and growers 
in a safe way. “As far as avocados go, I think there is a 
lot of good news.
Looking at the remaining crop and the collective volume 
in Mexico and California, I think the back half of 2020 will 
be the springboard for a successful 2021,” he said. “Avo-
cados still continue to perform at an extremely high level. 
Retail and food service and wholesale are doing every-
thing they possibly can to market in creative ways. The 
produce industry as a whole has proven its extraordinary 
resiliency. There’s no other industry I would rather be in!”

For more information on ‘Meeting in the 
Grove’, contact sales@indexfresh.com 
or John Dmytriw at jdmytriw@ index-
fresh.com.
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           Fun Facts About Pumpkins
Planning a trip to a pumpkin patch this season? Be sure to call ahead to confi rm 
whether your favorite spot is open, and under what rules. Here are some pumpkin 
facts to help you make the most of your visit.

Pumpkins are a type of squash, indigenous to North America and cultivated since 
at least 7,500 BCE.

Gourds are grown for their hard, outer rind, whereas pumpkins are harvested for their outer shell and edible 
fl esh.

Pumpkins, squash, gourds and melons are part of the Cucurbitaceae family. They can be bred with one an-
other, resulting in different varieties that vary in shape, color and texture.

Pumpkins are a common feature for the fall holidays of Sukkot, Halloween and Thanksgiving, when people 
use them for decorating, cooking and carving.

Miniature pumpkins weigh less than 1 pound and are used for decorative purposes. Pie pumpkins usually 
weigh between 5 and 10 pounds; jack-o-lanterns and processing pumpkins are 10 to 25 pounds. Pumpkins that 
exceed 25 pounds are known as giant and some can grow to more than 1,000 pounds.

Pumpkins are rich in vitamins A and C, benefi tting vision, skin and the immune system. Pumpkin seeds are a 
source of zinc, vitamin E and healthy oils. Source: U.S. Department of Agriculture

Match.Graze launches to reduce wildfi re fuel, feed livestock
Matchmaking grazing animals with grass and rangelands

Professional grazing of overgrown rangelands, pastures and parcels is proven to reduce 
the spread of dangerous and costly wildfi res.

Do you have land but no livestock and feel concerned about fi re fuels on your property? Or 
are you a livestock owner that can provide a grazing service and/or need land and forage 
for your animals? Match.Graze can help.

Match.Graze is a free online platform connecting landowners statewide who want grazing animals to livestock 
owners with animals that can provide vegetation management services, created by UC Cooperative Exten-
sion. 

From small semi-rural communities to large open spaces, grazing can provide an aff ordable solution to the 
inevitable accumulation of fi re fuels. Grazing can be more cost-eff ective for reducing fuels on landscapes that 
are too steep, rocky or remote for mowing or chemical treatment, or in the wildland-urban interface where 
burning is not an option.

"I’ve noticed on several fi res, including extreme fi res, the fence lines where the fi re just stopped. And the one 
variable, the one diff erence, was grazing," said Marshall Turbeville, CAL FIRE battalion chief.

Cattle, sheep, goats and other grazing animals all have diff erent roles to play in grazing for fi re fuel reduction. 
If you want to use livestock to help reduce fi re risk in your area, visit MatchGraze.com.

"Every property is diff erent and requires thoughtful consideration of how it should best be grazed," said Steph-
anie Larson, director of UCCE in Sonoma County, UCCE livestock and range management advisor and co-
creator of the livestock-land matchmaking service. "UC Cooperative Extension is here to serve, put Match.
Graze to work and let’s prevent catastrophic fi re while helping landowners and agriculture."

To fi nd a local grazing partner, visit MatchGraze.com, set up a free account, create a pin on the map and make 
a match.

Photo by Inaia Ambrosini on Unsplash.com
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  November 26 - 27, 2020 ~ The Riverside County Farm 
Bureau offi  ce will be closed in observance of Thanksgiving.

  December 6 -10, 2020 ~ CFBF 102nd Annual Meeting - Virtual 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

“Farm Bureau Working for You”

Food-box program reaches milestone
More than 100 million food boxes have now been delivered to 
families needing assistance during the pandemic, according to 
an announcement Tuesday from the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture. The Farmers to Families Food Box Program purchases 
fresh produce, meat, milk and dairy products to be included in 
food boxes distributed to food banks and other agencies. A third 
round of purchases has extended the program through October.

Hot weather aff ects avocado crop
The full impact won’t be known for a while, but an early Sep-
tember heat wave appears likely to reduce the size of next year’s 
California avocado crop. Temperatures as high as 118 degrees 
during the Labor Day weekend have caused fruit to drop from 
trees. But marketers say the current crop will be larger than fi rst 
expected. Farmers say demand has fl uctuated during the pan-

demic, but that people appear to be buying more avoca-
dos for at-home use.  

Estimators forecast record walnut harvest
As they begin their harvest this month, California wal-
nut farmers anticipate record crops from their orchards. 
The U.S. Agriculture Department forecast a harvest of 
780,000 tons. Walnut marketers say they’re preparing 
to sell the larger crop. The California Walnut Board and 
Commission says it will encourage Americans to eat 
more walnuts as snacks, while working to expand ex-
port markets in Europe and Asia.

Food and Farm News
Courtesy of CFBF

State Fund Launches
Injury & Illness Prevention Program Builder
The fast and easy-to-use online tool guides users through every step of

building a complete safety program.

State Compensation Insurance Fund (State Fund) launched State Fund’s 
IIPP BuilderSM, a free online tool available to all California employers, 
designed to help create a complete, effective Injury and Illness Prevention 
Program (IIPP) for their businesses. Many employers are unaware that 
state law mandates an IIPP, and should Cal/OSHA visit, they could end up 
with a citation, the most frequent of workplace violations.

From responsibility for the program to record keeping, the builder guides 
users through each of the eight parts of an IIPP, asking questions about 
their current safety plans along the way. The employers’ answers help build 
their own safety program and tailor it specifi cally to their businesses. 

“It’s easy to use and makes a complicated task simple for business owners; 
they don’t have to be an expert on safety regulations to create their own 
safety program and be compliant,” said Lauren Mayfi eld, SVP of Safety & 
Health and Loss Prevention. 

More than 1,200 employers have completed safety plans with the tool 
since its release. Those businesses are now compliant, and have taken an 
important step toward protecting their employees by improving workplace 
safety. Visit https://www.safeatworkca.com/iipp-builder/ for information. 

State Fund has been helping to make California workplaces safe for more 
than 100 years. The path to workplace safety begins with an effective, 
compliant IIPP in writing, which is accessible to all employees.


